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StepsinCustomizingyourBlogusingWordpress

Beforeyoustartthinkingofcustomizingyourblog,youmusthavegotaselfhostedblogin

whichyoualreadyinstallWordPress.Ifyouhaven'tcheckout BasicsStepsinStartingyour

ownBlogorWebsite.

FollowTheStepsBelowToCustomizeyourBlog.

[1]Logintoyournewblog

Atthisstage,youshouldnowhaveablankWordPresssiteinstalled,alongwithyouradmin

accessusernameandpasswordwrittendownsomewhere.

Startbytypinginyournewwebaddress(www.YourNewBlog.com)toseewhatyourWordPress

bloglookslike.Here’swhatyou’llprobablysee:

Next,logintoyouradminpanelbygoingtoanaddresslike:http://YourNewBlog.com/wp-

admin/.(You’llusethesameusernameandpasswordyouchoseearlierduringthesetup.)

Afterloggingin,you’llseethewelcomepageoftheadminpanel.Itshouldbefairlyintuitiveafter

browsingaroundforafewminutes,withallofyourmajoroptionshelpfullylocatedinthe

sidebarpanel.

[2] CustomizingandChoosingaBlogTheme

Onceyou’reinsideWordPressdashboard,youcanstartcustomizingyourblog.We’llgothrough

everythingyouneedtodotogetyourblogreadyandyourfirstpostpublishedtoday.



YoushouldgetfamiliarwiththelookanditemsoftheWordPressadminmenu.Herearethe

variousadminmenuitems:

 Dashboard –Thisisthepageyouseerightafterloggingin.

 Posts –Hereyoucanwriteandpublishnewblogpostsandviewandeditoldones.We’ll

gothroughthisoncewe’vesetuptheblogotherwise.

 Media –Thisisyourmedialibrarywithalltheimages,PDFs,videos,etc.you’veuploaded.

 Links –Manyblogsdon’tusethisatall.Youcanskipitfornow.

 Pages –Hereyoucanwriteandpublishnewpagesandviewandeditoldones.We’ll

lookatthisafterchoosingyourblogdesign.

 Comments –Everythingrelatedtocomments.Youcangetfamiliarwiththiswhenyou’ve

publishedyourfirstpostandreadersleavethefirstcomments.

 Appearance –Hereyoucanchangewhatyourbloglookslike.We’llgothroughthisin

detailbelow.

 Plugins –Hereyoucanaddandremoveplugins,whichaddfunctionalitytoyourblog.

We’llgothroughthisafterselectingthetheme.

 Users –Ifyoucreateyourcontentwithothers,youcanaddthem asusershere,sothey

caneditposts.Otherwise,youcanskipthisfornow.

 Tools –Herearesomeadditionaltoolsyoucanuseforpublishingposts.Youcanskip

thisfornow.

 Settings –Hereyoucanedityourblog’ssettings.We’lllookattheessentialsettings

later.

ChooseaFREEThemeforYourBlog

IthinkchoosingyournewWordPressblogdesignisthemostfunstep.



Thegoodnews:

 Youcandoitallonyourown.

 YoucangetaFREEWordPressthemethatmakesyourbloglookgreat.

 Youcanchangeitlater(justdon’tchangeitsooftenthatyourreaderscan’tkeepup).

Thebadnews:

 YoucanspendaLONGtimelookingfortheperfecttheme.

 AWordPressthemeisresponsibleforhowyourbloglooks,soit’sanimportantdecision.

Inotherwords,aWordPressthemeislikeyourcar’sframe.Itchangeshowthecarlooks,but

doesn’timpactthefeaturesorperformancetoomuch.

Luckilyforyou,WordPresshasthousandsofgreat-lookingthemesalreadyoptimizedtofitany

brand,niche,orindustry.

Here’swhattolookforinaWordPresstheme:

 Simplicity:Uncleardesignmakesitdifficultforreaderstonavigateyourblog.

 Responsiveness:Thethemeneedstoadjustitslayoutacrossdifferentscreensizesand

devices.Inthehighlymobileworldwelivein,responsivenessisanecessity.

 Speed:Althoughmostthemesdon’tslowdownyourblogsignificantly,it’sstillgoodto

testit.Totestatheme’sspeed,usethePingdom WebsiteSpeedTest,entertheURLof

thetheme’sdemo,andseehowlongthepagetakestoload.Iftheloadtimeislonger

thanthreeseconds,youmightwanttofindadifferenttheme(ideally,theloadtimeis

belowtwoseconds).

 Easeofcustomization:Itshouldbeeasytocustomizethetheme—otherwise,you’ll

struggleeverytimeyouwanttotweaksomething.Fortunately,manythemesofferplenty

ofeasycustomizationoptions.

 SEOreadiness:Thethemeshouldn’tmakeahugedifferencetosearchengines.Butit’s

stillbettertochooseathemethat’sdesignedwithSEOinmind.(Lookfor“SEO

Optimized”or“SEOready”inthethemedescription.)

 Security:Themesdon’tgenerallycreatesecurityissues.Butit’sanywaygoodtocheck

someuserreviewsandcomments—andwhiledoingthat,checkifpeoplehavehad

securityproblemswiththetheme.



Keepthesefactorsinmindwhenchoosingatheme.Butmostimportantly,picksomethingyou

loveandwantyourreaderstosee.

[3] AddingPostsandPages

BeforeyouaddanypostCheckout BasicThingsYouMustPutinPlacebeforePublishinga

PostonYourWordpressBlog

Okay,nowyoushouldbeallsetupwithWordPress.So,nowforthefunpart–it’stimetocreate

yourfirstblogpost!I’lltakeyouthrougheachstepofthisprocesstomakeiteasyforyou.

GobacktoyourWordPressadminpanel(http://your_domain.com/wp-admin/)andthento

“Posts»AddNew” (or“Pages»AddNew)from theleftsidebar.

Whatyou’llseeisaveryfriendlyeditorscreenthatshouldremindyouofMSWordorPageson

Mac:

Let’sbreakdownwhatyou’reseeinghere:

1.TitleArea:Thisiswhereyouwritethetitleofyourpost.

2.ContentArea:Thisiswherethebodytextofyourpostgoes.Thewholeareaworksjust

liketexteditinginWordorPages.Youcanalsoaddimagesandothermediatoyourpost

byclickingthe“AddMedia”button.

3.StandardEditingTools:Hereareoptionslikebold,italic,lists,paragraphs,andheadlines.

4.PublishingTools:Thisiswhereyougetyourpostshowntotheworld;chiefamongthem

isthebigblue“Publish”button.Youcanalsosetapublicationdatetoscheduleyour

postinthefutureorsavethepostasadraftformoreediting.

5.AdditionalFine-tuningTools:Updateyourblogpostandcategorizeit(youcanlearn

moreaboutWordPresscategoriesandtags here.

Hereareafewthingstokeepinmind:



Addinglinkstoyourposts: Youshoulduseoutboundlinkstootherwebsiteswhenneededto

backupyourclaims.Forexample,ifyou’rewritinganarticleaboutmeditation,youcanlinktoa

studythatshowedthatmeditationhelpedpeoplefeelcalmer.Toaddlinkstoyourposts,

highlightthedesiredtext,thenscrolluptotheblogmenu.

Clickthepaperclip-lookingitem totherightofthe“Alignright”item (abovethe“AddBWS

Shortcode”).

From there,addtheURLyouwanttolinkto:

Then,clicktheSettingsiconontheright(thewheel-lookingitem above,nexttothearrow).

Clickthe“Openinlinkanewtab”box.Thisisimportant—youdon’twantpeopletoleaveyour

sitewhentheyclickonalink!

AddingImagestoyourposts: Itouchedonthisbrieflybefore,butI’llexplainitmorehere.Start

byscrollinguptothetopoftheblogmenuandclick“AddMedia”.



From here,selectthefilesyou’dliketoupload.Youcanfindpreviouslyuploadedfilesfrom the

“MediaLibrary”atthetop-leftcornernextto“UploadFiles”.

Onceyou’veuploadedanimage,youcanchooseitssizeandplacement.

Toaddafeaturedimage(theimagethatwillbeatthetopofyourpostandinthethumbnailsof

yourarticle),scrolltotherightsidebarofyourblogmenu.You’llseeanoptiontitled“Set

featuredimage”.Clickthat,thengothroughthesameuploadingprocesstoaddinafeatured

imagehere.

Addingvideosfrom YouTube: Addinginavideocanspiceupyourpost.Thisprocessusedtobe

abitcomplicated,butaftersomerecentWordPressupdates,it’seasy.

AllyouhavetodoiscopytheYouTubevideoURLintothecontentarea.MakesurethattheURL

isonitsownlineandnotclickable.Whenyoupublishthepost,thevideowillappear.Itoldyouit

wassimple!OurfriendsatWPBeginnerhaveaguideforthisifyouneedanyfurtherhelp—check

itout here.

Creatingtheslug: YourslugistheURLofthepost.Youwanttomakethisslugclearandconcise.

Thiswillmakeiteasierforpeopletoshareitonsocialmedia,andoverallitwilljustlookbetter.

Youcanfindtheslugunderneaththeposttitle.Itwillsay“Permalink:

http://yourdomain.com/post_title”.

Sometimes,thetitleofyourblogpostwillmaketheperfectslug.Butusually,itwillbetoolong,

andyoushouldchangeit,sothatit’snolongerthan2-4words.

HerearesometipsforoptimizingyourWordPressslugs:

 TargetSEOkeywords.ThinkofwhatpeoplewouldtypetoGooglewhentheysearchfor



theinformationyoushareinthepost—thoseareSEOkeywords.

 Avoidduplicates(makesureit’snotthesameasanotherslugonyourwebsite).

 Don’tchangetheslugafterpublishingthepost(unlessyouabsolutelyhaveto)asthis

willresultinlosttraffic.

Addingheadings: Headingshelpyoustructureyourcontentandmakeiteasierforpeopleto

read.Consideraddingheadingsforeachofyourmainpoints.

Toaddaheading,scrollupto“Paragraph”drop-downmenu.Selecttheheadingyou’dliketouse.

Notethatthe“Heading1”isusuallyreservedforthepost’stitle,sosticktothesmallerheadings

(withlargernumbers)insidethepost.

PublishYourPost(orPage)

Whenyou’redoneworkingwithyourpost,clickthe“Publish”buttonandthenthe“Viewpost”

linkthat’sgoingtoappearatthetopofthepage(you’llseeyourpostliveonthesite).

Congratulations!Youjustpublishedyourfirstblogpost.Beforeyoushareitwithothers(which

isthenextstep),let’saddasimpletrackingsystem toyoursite,soyou’llseeexactlyhowmany

peopleyou’vereached.

[4]GetTrafficandMonetizeYourBlog

Noblogiscompletewithoutcompellingcontent.

Tostart,youshouldfigureoutthetopic(s)thatyourblogwillfocuson.Then,comeupwith10-

15ideasfornewposts.Makethesepostsamixofinformativeandentertaining.

You’llalsowanttoerronthesideofcreatingevergreencontent(contentthatdoesn’tbecome

dated/isalwaysrelevant)versusnews/currentaffairscontent(whichbecomesdatedand

irrelevant).Evergreencontentwillcontinuetogeneratetrafficovertime,whileothercontentwill



runitscourseandbecomeirrelevant.

Herearesometipsforcreatingstrongblogcontentthatyouraudiencewilllove:

 Startbycreatinga lead-generatingcontentmarketingstrategy.

 Follow thisguideforcreatingstrongblogposts.

 Developareadinghabit,soyoucaninternalizehowgreatwriterswrite.

 Makeyourcontentscannablewithheadings,shortparagraphs,andhighqualityimages.

 Writecontentthathelpsyouraudiencesolveaproblem.

 Follow thisstrategytobecomeabetterblogwriterin30days.

 Use thisformula tocreatestrongerheadlines(ifyourheadlinesaren’tcompelling,

peoplewon’treadthecontent!).

a) Promotingyourblog:

Ifyouwantmoreblogreadersaswellastheopportunitytomonetizeyourblog,youneedto

promoteyourblog.

Turningablogintoaprofitablebusinessisdoableifthere’senoughtraffic.

Traffic=customersandmoney.

Howtomakeablogwithsustainabletraffic?Allyouneedis:

1.Acontentplan(i.e.,whatwillbeyourblog’smaintopic)

2.Agameplanforsocialmedia(i.e.,whichsocialmediasitesyou’lluseandwhatcontent

you’llshare)

3.SomebasicknowledgeofSEO(trafficfrom Google)

Fornow,herearesometipstogetstartedpromotingyourblog:

 Startcollectingyourblogvisitorsemailsbysettingupanemailmarketingsoftware.

 Readthrough thisforSEO,usability,andGoogleguidelines.

 Checkout thesevideosonYouTubeaboutSEO.

 Don’tbespammyonsocialmedia.Instead,aim foragoodmixofsocialmedia

content—shareblogpostsandvideos,aswellascontentfrom otherinfluencers,and

alsoshareotherinterestingandvalue-addingstatuses.

 AnswerquestionsonQuora.com andlinkbacktoyourblog.



 PostandpromoteonrelevantSubredditsonReddit.

 Userepublishingtogetfeaturedonlargewebsites.

Don’tforgettoVisithttps://engineeringbasic.com forBasicsinEngineering


